Picking the tree
Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not fall off when touched. The needles of pines and spruces should bend and not break and should be hard to pull off the branches. On firs, a needle pulled from a fresh tree will snap when bent. Look for a trunk sticky with sap. 
Placing the tree 
Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 1–2” from the base of the trunk.

Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from any heat source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents or lights.

Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.

Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water daily.

If you use an artificial tree, choose one that is tested and labeled as fire resistant. Artificial trees with built-in electrical systems should have the Underwriters Laboratory (UL) label. 

Holiday Lights
Inspect holiday lights each year for frayed wires, bare spots, gaps in the insulation, broken or cracked sockets, and excessive kinking or wear before putting them up. Replace any damaged light sets. Use lights that have the label of an independent testing laboratory. Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use.
Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections. Do not overload electrical outlets. Connect no more than three strands of mini string sets and a maximum of 50 bulbs for screw-in bulbs. Read manufacturer’s instructions for number of light strands to connect. Connect strings of lights to an extension cord before plugging the cord into the outlet. Make sure to periodically check the wires - they should not be warm to the touch.
Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.  Do not go near a Christmas tree with an open flame (candles, lighters or matches).
Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving home or going to bed.

Holiday Decorations & Ornaments
Use only nonflammable or flame retardant decorations and place them away from heat sources.

Always use the proper step stool or ladder to reach high places. 

Information and recommendations are compiled from sources believed to be reliable. The National Safety Council makes no guarantee as to and assumes no responsibility for the correctness, 

Read labels before you use materials that come in jars, cans and spray cans. 

Avoid placing breakable tree ornaments or ones with small, detachable parts on lower branches where small children or pets can reach them. 

Do not hang popcorn chains and candy canes on the tree when small children or pets are present. They may think that other tree ornaments are also edible.

Other safety tips

Never put wrapping paper in a fireplace.  It burns quickly and can throw off dangerous sparks.

Have working smoke alarms installed on every level of your home, test them monthly and keep them clean and equipped with fresh batteries at all times. Know when and how to call for help. And remember to practice your home escape plan.
After the holidays
Get rid of the tree, wreath and fresh garlands after Christmas or when it is dry.  Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or wood burning stove.
Dried-out trees are a fire danger and should not be left in the home or garage, or placed outside against the home. 

Check with your local community to find a recycling program.

Bring outdoor electrical lights inside after the holidays to prevent hazards and make them last longer.

FACTS
One of every three home Christmas tree fires are caused by electrical problems. Although Christmas tree fires are not common, when they do occur, they have a higher chance to be deadly. A heat source too close to the tree causes one in every five of the fires.
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Christmas Tree & Holiday Safety
As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire and safety smart. 
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